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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

September  3,  194  8 

Grain  Storage  Being  Built 

We  hear  that  a  big  program  is  under  way  in  the  Corn  Belt  to  build  temporary- 
farm  storage  to  help  take  care  of  this  year's  big  grain  crops.     Fall  fairs  are 
putting  on  big  shows  demonstrating  latest  methods  of  drying  and  storing  corn. 
Some  special  shows  are  -  scheduled  by  state  and  commercial  agencies.     Iowa  will 
have  4  demonstration  projects  over  the  State. .. .Ohio  2 ... .Missouri  4. ...South 
Dakota  l..,.and  Kansas  4.   

And  State  and  county  Extension  forces  in  24  States  are. working  to  help  farm- 
ers meet  the  acute  need  for  storage  of  several  million  bushels  of  grain. 

Livestock  and  Meat  Situation 

The  BAE  economists  report  that,  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  slaughter  of  hogs, 
cattle,  and  lambs  will  be  below  the  same  months  in  ♦47, 

In  the  "Livestock  and  Meat  Situation"  (Sept.  4"),  the  economists  say  that, 
in  the  last  few  weeks,  about  half  of  pork  production  has  come  from  sows.  Pork 
production  this  fall  will  continue  smaller  than  last  year.     Total  pork  supplies 
this  winter  may  be.  nearly  as  large  as  last,  even  though  3%  fewer  pigs  were  raised 
in  the  spring  of  '48  than  a  year  earlier.    Added  slaughter  weights  following  the 
large  corn  harvest  will  almost  offset  the  reduction  incumber  of  pigs,  together 
,  with  a  reduction  in  slaughter  caused  by.  withholding  of  more  gilts  'for  breeding. 

Cattle  slaughter  also  will  be  down  the  rest  of  !48,  compared  with  the  same 
months  of  f47.  Reason  is  smaller  national  c attle  herd,  and  prospects  of  larger 
movement  of  stock  to  feedlots  instead  of  slaughter. 


Farm  Property  Taxes  Rise  -  

An  article  in  the  September  "Agricultural  Situation"  reports  that  the  farm- 
er's property  tax  bill  has  been  larger  in  each  of  the  last  4  years.     In  f47,  the 
index  of  real  estate  taxes  per  acre  was  254  (1909-13  was  100),  or  about  \b%  above 
♦46..,. and  43^  above  T44.     The  highest  point  ever  reached  by  the  index  was  281 
in  f29,  the  year  the  great  depression  began. 

The  economists  see  little  prospect  for  relief  from  high  costs  of  present 
services,  which  a  re  largely  responsible  for  increased  taxes.     In  fact,  the  costs 
are  likely  to  go  even  higher. 
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Farm  Real  Estate  Values  Rise 

Farm  real  estate  values  continued  to  climb  during  the  April- June  quarter..,, 
and,  July  1,  averaged  2%  above  the   '20  peek.... 7%  above  a  year  earlier ... .and 
more  than  double  the   1 35-39  average.     In  only  20  states  are  land  values  still 
below  the    '20  level,  and  the  only  large  group  of  them  is  in  the  Corn  Belt  and 
Northern  Plains.     The  biggest  inflation  in  land  values  is  in  the  Southeast, 

This  information  is  from  an  article  in  the  September  "Agricultural  Situation." 
You'll  find  further  details  there  about  trends  by  States. 

Some  Insect  Tips 

Our  entomologists  report  that  about  90%  of  the  grain  trade  in  the  Southwest 
is  already  using  the  new  method  of  detecting  weevil  infestation  in  grain.  The 
method  is  also  coming  into  use  in  other  sections. 

All  of  which  means  that  it  will  pay  farmers  to  f  umi gate  their  grain  now. . . . 
to  guard  against  market  penalties  because  of  weevil  damage. 

And  we  hoar  that  grasshoppers  are  extremely  bad  in  the  northern  Great  Plains, 
from  Iowa  to  Montana,  and  south  to  Oklahoma.     Also,  there  is  an  outbreak  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.    Where  farmers  haven't  already  done  so,  the  entomologists 
urge  them  to  start  right  away  to  cut  down  adult  populations  of  'hoppers.  Use 
sodium  fluosilicate  bait. 


Rural  Youth  Notes 


Four-H  clubs  are  joining  in  observance  of  National  Youth  Iffonth,  Sept.  1-30'. 
On  the  radio  side,  Extension  leaders  and  clubs  are  making  an  effort  to  supply  sta- 
tions with  good  human- into  rest  4-H  stories  to  impress"  more  parents  with  the  values 
of  the  4-H  program. .....  Some  clubs  are  also  featuring  United  Nations  Day,  Oct .24 

....Meanwhile,  plans  are  taking  shape  for  National  4-H  Achievement ' Week,  ffov,  1-7, 

with  the  theme,  "Better  Living  for  a  Better  World." 

"Rural  Youth  of  USA" ......  an  organization  that  ties  together  various  older 

rural  youth  groups  such  as  4-H,  Future  Farmers,  rural  scouts,  and  others.... is 

meeting  at  Jackson's  Fill  in  West  Virginia,  Oct.  14-17. 

Foreign  youth  are  beginning  to  arrive  in  this  country  under  the  exchange 
project  in  which  our  4-H  club  members  went  abroad.     Three  from  France  were  due 
this  week,  headed  for  farms  in  North  Carolina,  West  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania. 
Three  from  Denmark  are  due  about  Oct.  1,   scheduled  for  Maryland ,  New  fork  and 
Connecticut.     Six  are  to  come  from  Britain,  and  3  from  Holland,  but  no  details 
on  these  so  far.     Also,  through  fellowships  provided  by  the  Scandinavian-American 
Foundation,  one  person  is  already  on  a  farm  in  New  York  State.     Two  others  are 
due  soon,  and  probably  also  will  go  to  New  York, ' 


Want  Poultry  Congress  Recording? 

Dewey  Termohlen  and  other  members  of  the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  World  Poultry 
Congress  in  Copenhagen  are  due  back  in  about  a  couple  of  weeks.     We  can  furnish 
you  a  5-minute  recording  with  them  on  the  Congress  if  you'd  like. 


US DA  Official  Travel 


Green  Lake  ,  Wise.  —  Sept.  13-17  —  Oris  V.  Wells,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  attending  annual  meeting  of  American  Farm  Economic  Association, 

Denver,  Colo.  —  Sept.  7-20  —  Dr.  Hazel  K.  Stiebeling,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Human 
Nutrition  and  Home  Economics;  Keith  Himebaugh,  Director  of  Information;  and  Hugh 
H»  Bennett,  Chief  of  Soil  Conservation  Service,  attending  Inter-American  Confer- 
ence on  Conservation  of  Renewable  Natural  Resources. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  —  Sept.  19  —  Mr.  Dillard  B.  Lasseter,  Admin,  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  attending  State  meeting, ...  Contact :    R.  W.  Hollenberg,  State 
Director,  30  Van  Ness  Ave.,  San  Francisco. 

Kansas  City,  Kans .  —  Sept,  21  —  Lasseter,  FHA,  attending  State  meeting.,,. 
Contact :     Mr,  Walton  Dodge,  437  New  England  Bldg. ,  Topeka,  Kans. 

9  Middle-We stern  PMA  State  Offices  —  Sept.  2-17  ~  Mr.  Elmer  Kruse,  Manager  of 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  in  connection  with  price  support  operations, 
(Definite  itinerary  not  available.) 

Cotton  Trends 

In  view  of  present  discussion  of  the  cotton  supply  and  price  situation,  there 
is  particular  interest  in  a  report  issued  this  week  by  the  International  Cotton 
Advisory  Committee,     The  committee  cites  the  following  major  developments  during 
August,  the  first  month  of  the  new  1948-49  season: 

"(1)  The  unexpectedly  large  United  States  crop  forecast  for  1948  coupled 
with  additional  evidence  of  larger  crops  than  last  season  in  most  other  producing 
countries,   (2)  indications  of  a  greater  than  normal  seasonal  slackening  in  the 
rate  of  mill  consumption  in  some  of  the  leading  cotton  consuming  countries,  (3) 
the  probability  of  an  increase  in'  World  stocks  of  cotton  next  year  following  the 
substantial  reductions  of  the  la,st  three  years,    (4)  sharp  reductions  in  prices  of 
some  of  the  leading  growths  following  the  forecast  of  the  large  'United  States  crop 
and   (5)  the  persistence  of  the  adverse  effects  of  payments  difficulties  in  con- 
nection with  international  trade  in  cotton,  which  are  being  partially  alleviated 
by  the  movement  of  cotton  under  the  United  States  Economic  Cooperation  Administra- 
tion and  various  other  special  trade  arrangements." 

Incidentally,  here  at  home,  to  date,  10,153  bales  of  r48  cotton  are  under 
CCC  loan..,, a  much  larger  number  tha.n  the  same  date  last  year. 

Rice  Report  Due  in  Several  Weeks 

Our  Office  of-  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  is  -getting  reque sts  for  the 
full  report  of  Dr.  Efferson's  findings  from  a  survey  of  the  rice  situation  in 
19  countri es. . . .as  briefed  in  a  release  this  week.     (No,  1835-48)     OFAR  says  it 
will  be  several  weeks  yet  before  the  full  report  is  available. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


AAACE  Committee  Radio  Report  ' 

During  the  past  two  or  three  months,  a  kind  of  cross-assessment  has  been 
going  on  between  the  RFD's  on  the  one  hand.,... and  the  Extension  editor-s  and-- 
radio  men. 

The  NARFD  committee  on  Extension  relations  took  a  poll  of  RFD's  on  what  they 
thought  of 'the  services  they  are  getting  from  the  State  Extension  Services,  and 
related  matters.     We  reprinted  (from  the  NARFD  Letter)  the  briefed  results  of 
this  survey  in  our  Aug.  6  (p,7)  RFD  Letter.    "We  know  from  our  contacts  throughout 
the  country  that  a  good  many  State  Extension  Services  have  been  wanting  that  type 
of.  information  turned  up  in  this  survey  as  a  basis  for  planning,  evaluating,  and 
revising  their  own  services.     Meanwhile,  the  radio  committee'  of  the  American 
Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors  circulated  among  the  State  Extension 
Services  a  companion  questionnaire  to  get  Extension's  views  of  their  working  re- 
lationships with  RFD' s.   

Burnis  Arnold,  Extension  radio  specialist  at  Oklahoma  A  &  M,..«and  chairman 
of  the  AAACE  committee ....  pre sented  the  returns     from  his  committee's  question- 
naire at  the  AAACE  meeting  in  Spokane  early  in  August. 

Attached  to  this  issue  of  the  RFD  Letter  is  a  summary  of  the  AAACE  commit- 
tee's report. 

More  Stations  Carry  Market  News 

PMA  reports  market  news  being  carried  to  farmers  by  nearly  1100  radio  sta- 
tions....a  45%  increase  over  last  year..     This  includes  S92  carrying  market  news  on 
livestock-, ...  515;  fruits  and  vegetable  s. ...  563  grain  and  feed...  .761  'dairy  and 
poultry. .. .243  cotton. .. .and  25  tobacco. 

Since  the  war,  21  new  Federal  or  Federal-State  market  news  offices  have  been 
•  opened,  and  25  states  have  increased  their  activities  in  cooperation  with  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  foregoing  information  is  based  on  1394  returns  from  a  questionnaire  sent 
to  1732  stations. 


On  the  Extension  Radio  Front 

Paul  Seabrook,  Extension  radio  specialist  in  South  Carolina  invited  38  radio 
stations  to  send  representatives  to  Clemson  Aug.  26  for  an  RFD-  session  during  - 

Farmers1  Week  Sam  Carson,  Assistant  Extension  editor  in  charge  of  radio  in 

Tennessee  reports  plans  shaping  up  for  a  basic  state  network  program  over  about 
18  stations,  with  information  from  the  University  and  cut-ins  by  individual  sta- 
tions.    Says  3  county  extension  agents  now  have  tape  recorders 'a'nd  is  looking 
forward  to  the  time  v'hen  each  district  will  have  a  portable  recorder  under  super- 
vision of  an  agent  assigned  to  the  job.     Had  a  meeting  scheduled  for  last  week, 
to  do  some  advance  planning  on  TV, .Burnis  Arnold  has  been  put  in  charge  of  all 
farm  and  home  broadcasting  for  Oklahoma  A  &  M  college  and  Extension  Service,,.. 


AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 
On  the  Extension  Radio  Front  (continued) 

with  "Midge"  Garrett  riding  herd  on  the  hornemaking  shows.     Reports  new  staff 
member,  Bob  Nance,  former  4-H  boy  with  3  years  commercirl  radio  experience.  At 
present,  Burnia*  team  is  conducting  4  daily  farm  and  home  programs  on  remotes 
from  the  campus,  beamed  to  11  stations  in  Oklahoma  and  1  in'  Texas, 

KFAB  Picks  Up  4-H'er  From  England 

RFD  Bill  Macdonald  of  KFAB  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.  says  that  4-H  member  Helen 

Ochsner  of  Nebraska  who  went  to  Europe  under  the  youth  exchange . pro ject  

"did  a  very  fine  overseas  broadcast  for  us  from  the  Royal  Agricultural  Show  at 
York,  England,    We  carried  it  on  "Farm  Facts  and  Fun,"  together  with  an  opening 
and  closing  broadcast  with  Miss  Ochsner' s  parents  from  their  farm  home,,,, Our 
follow-up  will  be  to  invite  Miss  Ochsner  in  for  another  broadcast  on  her  return 
in  October. 

"British  Farmer"  On  Short  Wave 


Just  a  reminder  about  BBC's  "British  Farmer"  broadcasts  each  Monday  at  11:45 
a.m.  EDST  (21,55  m/cs,).     In  the  programs  for  Sept,  6  through  Dec  27,  BBC  says 
leading  British  agriculturalists  will  discuss  the  new  farming  trends  in  Britain, 
and  give  eye-witne ss  accounts  of  important  agricultural  events. 


Tonkin  Reports  on  Louisiana 


The  first  Regional  4-H  Camp  for  colored  boys  and  girls  at  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
came  to  a  close  Tuesday  with  82  delegates  from  fifteen  southern  states  taking 
part.     The  camp  was  successful  in  every  respect. 

Radio  coverage  of  the  activities  were  by  means  of  Joe  Tonkin's  "Flying  Dutch- 
man Transcription  Service,"     Joe  flew  to  Baton  Rouge,  made  11  transcriptions  on 
cartridge  wire  for  distribution  in  4  States,  flew  back  to  Washington,  had  the 
cartridges  dubbed  on  to  wax  and  mailed  out  air  express,   so  that  the  discs  reached 
those  who  had  ordered  them  while  the  camp  was  still  in  session.     Gilbert  Durbin, 
Extension  Radio  Editor  at  Louisiana  State  University,  helped!    with  the  recording 
job  at  the  camp. 


Joe  reports,  incidentally,  that  Durbin  has  done  much  to  expand  Extension 
radio  activities  in  the  Pelican  state  in  the  year  he  has  been  on  the  job.  In 
addition  to  close  cooperation  with  RFD  Gordon  Loudon  at  WWL,  New  Orleans,  a  goodl; 
number  of  County  Agents  are  working  with  the  other  stations  in  the  state  by 
means  of  cartridge  wire  recordings.     Station  WLSU,  the  University's  FM  outlet, 
not  only  carries  a  daily  farm  and  home  show,  but  relays  the  same  program  for  in- 
stant re-broadcast  over  another  FM  station  in  New  Orleans,     Plans  call  for  even- 
tual coverage  of  the  state  with  this  "micro-wave"  system,    A  radio  survey  of  the 
state  has  just  been  completed  and  tabulation  is  underway. 


£.E£.E!    £  1  £  1 1  i  1 1  £  (cont'd) 

"Tranks"  from  4-H'ers  Abroad 

It  looks  as  if  the  -log- jam  is  finally  broken  on  the  transcriptions  that  we 
hoped  .to  get  from  4-H  members  who  have  been  in  Europe'  under  the  Youth  Exchange 
Project.     This  week,  we  received  transcriptions  from  Italy  and  Holland.    We  have 
sent  dubbings  t.o  RFD's  who  requested  them.    We  also  got  some  indication  that  ad- 
ditional recordings  may  be  on  their  way  from  other  points. 

Pre si cent  at  Plowing  Contest 

.    .  President  Truman  will  speak  at  the  National  Plowing  Match  and  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Field  Day  at  Dexter,  Iowa,  Saturday,  Sept.  18,     This  is  the  sixth  annual 
event  of  its  kind  lined  up  by  RFD  Herb  Plambeck  and  the'  folks  at  WHO  in  Des  Moines. 

CBS  TV  Show 

CBS  has  started  a  TV  series,  "The  Earth  We  Live  By."     It's  on  12:45  to  1$20 
p.m. ....  .except  for  Sept.  15-22-29,  when  the  time  will,  be  changed  slightly.  No 

word  yet  as  to  number  of  stations  carrying. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
AssTt  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Attachment : 


AAACE  Radio  Committee  Report 


AAACE  RADIO  COMMITTEE  REPORT 


The  Radio  Committee  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  Editors 
sent  to  State  Agricultural  Extension  Services  a  questionnaire  on  their 
working  relationships  with  radio  stations.   Following  is  a  summary  of  the 
replies  from  37  of  the  48  States,  as  prepared  by  Burni s  Arnold  of  Okla- 
homa A  &  M,  chairman  of  the  committee. 


In  general,  commercial  radio  stations  with  and  without  RFDTs  provided  ade- 
quate outlets  for  County  Agents,  Extension  specialists,  scripts  and  transcrip- 
tions.    Here's  the  box  score: 

#1.     Do  commercial  radio  stations  provide  adequate  outlet  for: 


County  Agents  Yes 
Specialists  Yes 
Scripts  Yes 


Stations  with  RFDrs 

(In  Percentages) 
80  Y  No  3  :  No  Ans.  17. 
75  :  No  8  :  lib  Ans.  JL7 
70  :  No  8  :  No  Ans.  22 


Transcriptions    Yes  64  :  No  8  :  No  Ans.  28 


Stations  without  RFD's 
(In  Percentages) 
Yes  _83  :  No  ^2  :  No  Ans,  14 
Yes  72  :  No  JL4  :  No  Ans.  14 
Yes  67  :  No  14  :,  No  Ans.  19 
Yes  64   :  No  11   :  No  Ans.'  25 


Comments:     "Some  do,  some  don't.     Our  best  outlets  are  those  stations  with 
RFD's."    "Most  stations  are  glad  to  give  time  but  have  no  personnel  to  devote  to 
helping  agents  improve  quality  of  material."     "Only  criticism  is  that  stations 
often  give  Extension  so-called  slough  time  ...  time  that  doesn't    suit  farm 
listeners. " 

#2,3,4,     Ninety- four  percent  of  the  editors  report  that  the  RFD's  are  rea- 
sonable in  their  demands  for  service,   information  and  guests  used  on  their  pro- 
gram.    Seventy- two  percent  say  the  RFD's  make  it  convenient  for  the  editor  to 
service  them,  and  eighty- six  percent  feel  the  subject  matter  used  by  RFD's  is 
accurate  and  authoritative.     One  hundred  percent  of  the  RFD's,  according  to  this 
survey,  give  proper  credit  to  the  colleges  for  information  used  on  their  program. 

#5. ''The  question  was  asked  do  you  permit  your  agents. a.nd  specialists  to 

be  used  in  sponsored  shows?    Two-thirds  said  "I  do"  and  one-third  said  "we  do 
not,"  (based  on  replies  received).     Comments:  "Not  associated  in  anyway  with 
sponsor  or  commercial,"  ...."As  long  as  there's  a  cushion  to  make  it  clear  the 
specialists  or  agent  doesn't  endorse  the  product  advertised."  "Director  of 

Extension  is  opposed  to  any  and  all  sponsorship."     ...."No.    We  have  a  long- 
standing policy  in  this  state  which  has  worked  satisfactorily.     Might  get  better 
time  with  sponsored  shows."     ...."Not  on  their  own  programs  but  only  a s  guests  on 
sponsored  shows,"     ...."No,  but  scripts  can  be  used  in  sponsored  shows." 

#6,     Do  you  have  your  policy  in  black  and  white  in  regard  to  sponsored 
shows?    Yes  42%  :  No  55f0  :  No  Ans.  5%. 

#7,    Do  you  have  any  problems  in  use  of  material  or  personnel  on  sponsored 
shows?    Yes  30$  :  No  64^  :  No  Ans.  5%9 

Comments:     ...."No.     Our  policy  e stablished  several  years.     Has  never  cre- 
ated problem  and  won't  as  long  as  policy  adhered  to."     ...."Yes,     But  most  sta- 
tions cooperate  when  situation  is  explained."     ...."Yes.     But  not  all  stations 
and  only  occasional  RFD's," 


-  2  - 

, .#8.  . -.-Do  RFDfs  cooperate  with  you  in  — 

a.  Planning  and  executing  campaigns:    Yes  75%  :  No  11%  :  No  Ans.  14%, 

b.  Training  County  Extension  Agents  in  use  of  radio:    Yes  61%  : 
No  28%  :  No  Ans,  11%.  ' 

„ V-  7^9.  Do  RFD's  cooperate  with  County  Extension  Workers  in  making  "on-the-farm"  ' 
programs  and  covering  special  events?    Yes  89%  s  No  3%  :  No  Ans.  j3%.  j 

jrlO,     If  you  have  a  college  radio  station,  vhat  is  your  thinking  about  its 
place  in  relation  to  broadcasting  by  commercial  stations?    For  example:' 

'•a.     Do  you  give  commercial  stations  an  even  break  with  the  college 

station  in  release  of  material?    Yes  28%  :  No  3%  :  No  Stations  69%, 

b.  Do  you  compete  with  the  commercial  stations  in  the  type  of  service 
.  you  provide  over  the  college  station?    Yes  3%  :  No  28%  :  No 

stations  69%,  ~- 

Comments:     ...."Yes,  in  view  of  fact  we  have  to  provide  material  for  a 
ene-hour  show  it  is  necessary  to  make  field  recordings  at  agricultural  events 
when  appropriate."     ...."Except  in  weather,  markets,  and  limited  news  from 
teletype."     ...."No.     Our  farm  programs  are  more  detailed  than  commercial, 
stations  could  carry." 

c.  Have  you  attempted,  or  considered,  enlisting  cooperation  of  RFD's 
in  planning  experimental  programming  and  listener  studies  over  the 
college  station  which  conceivably  might  provide  the  commerical 

.,.    stations  tested  new  programming  ideas? 

Comments:     ...."Have  considered  and  think  it  good  idea  but  nothing  done 
•yet,"     ...."Have  several  ideas  new  that  we're  considering,"     ,,.."At  present 
time  planning  experimental  HDA  program  using  instruction  by  radio  "to  be  pre- 
sented by  ten  selected  stations  in  different  geographical  and  type  of  farm- 
ing areas.     Stations,  wi 11  vary  from  250W  to  50,000W. "     ...."Have  tried  sev- 
eral 1  schools  of  the  air'  and  teaching  specific  'projects  by  radio.  Results 
.  excellent." 
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Watch  for  Foot-and-Mcuth  Announcement 

For  your  advance  information,  we  look  for  an  announcement-,  .'.•♦"probably  about 
Thursday,  Sept.  16. ...  of  progress  in  pushing  foot-and-mouth  disease  further  away 
from  U.  S.  borders;  specifically,  announcement  of  movement  of  the  northern  quar- 
antine line  in  central  Mexico  farther  south.     This  is  the  third  movement  since 
Jan.  1;.  ,*,and  will  represent  the  largest  area  released  so  far.    We  ask  you  to 
hold  thi s  information  confidential  until  the  announcement  appears. 


Meanwhile,  we  went  to  Dr.  B.  T.  Simms,  chief  of  USDA '  s-  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, for  a  general  appraisal  of  the  foot-and-mouth  situation. ... fo r  RFD's 
background  in  connection  with  this  announcement. 

See  the  interview  with  Dr.  Simms  on  p.  1 . 

Cotton  Crop , Forecast  Up 

This  week,  BAE  forecast  a  cotton  crop  (as  of  Sept.  1)  of  15,219,000  bales.... 
or  50,000  bales  above  the  Aug.  1  forecast.     This  compares  with  11,857,000  bales 
in  * '47. . . .and  a  10-year  average  of  12,014,000. 

Wheat-  Situation 

In  the  '49  Outlook  issue,  of  the  "Wheat  Situation"   (Sept.  9),  BAE  economists 
say  that  this  year's  very  large  wheat  supplies, .. .and  smaller  demand. .. .will  pro- 
vide about  730  million  bushels  for  export  and  carry-over.     They  say  exports  for 
the  year  hardly  seem  likely  to  run  as  large  as  last  year.     During  the  '48-49 
marketing  year,  the  carry-over  is  likely  to  be  increased  from  195  million  on  hand 
the  beginning  of  this  season  to  around  275  million  on  July  1,   '49.  . 

If  farmers  seed  as:much  wheat  in  '49  as  in  '43...  ..and  get  average  yields.... 
they  will  produce  about  1,165  million  bushels.    With  continued:  recovery  abroad, 
it  is  expected  that  exports  would  be  substantially  below" those :  of  '48-49.  The 
larger  stocks  would  depress  prices  below  loan  levels.... and  would  average  lower 
in  relation  to  the  loan  than  in  "'48-49.    Also,,  the  loan  level  next  year  at  90$  of 
parity  is  likely  to  be  less  than  this  year,  because  of -lower  prices  farmers  pay  foi 
'  feed  grains  and'  feedstuffs  which  would  reduce  the  parity  index, 

USDA  has  suggested  that  a  preliminary  goal  calling  for  a  reduction  of  as 
much  as  8%  in  wheat  acreage  this  year. 
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Background  on  Foot-and-Mouth  Control  ■ 

When  vie  talked  with  Dr.  Simms  about  the  status  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in 
Mexico,  he  had  just  finished  reading  the  latest  of  various  articles  reflecting 
what  he  regards  as  very  understandable, .and,  up  to  a  certain  point,  healthy.... 
anxiety  about  the  control  program.     Speaking  with  nearly  40  years  of  disease  con- 
trol and  inspection  work  behind  him.... and  with  comprehensive  reports  from  every 
sector  of  the  foot-and-mouth  front,... he  felt,  however,  that  some  reports  on  the 
campaign  were  misleading.     With  further  progress  in  shoving  the  Mexican  quaran- 
tine area  southward  (see  p.l)...,and  with  no  known  case  of  foot-and-mouth  north 
of  the  line,  or  in  the  United  States..,, he  put  the  doubt  stories  about  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  the  campaign  in  the  same  class  as  Mark  Twain's  famed  exaggerated 
reports  about  his  death.    Even  though  the  slaughter  phase  of  control  had  to  be 
practically  stopped  in  the  main  infected  zone,  the  control  forces  have  been 
closing  in  on    the  disease,  kilo  by  kilo,  or  mile  by  mile,  as  we  would  put  it. 

In  the  area  being  released  from  quarantine,  every  infected  animal  in  it  has 

been  killed  every  animal  known  to  have  been  even  exposed  to  the  disease 

killed, ., .and  then  healthy  animals  put  on  previously  infected  premises  and  ob- 
served for  several  months  until  the  area  was  known  to  be  safe. 

With  that  general  background,  we  threw  at  Dr.  Simms  several  specific  ques- 
tions that  have  been  coming  up, 

V 

Q,     Do  you  think  the  infection  can  be  kept  from  coming  up  across  the  border 
into  the  U.S.? 

A.     By  way  of  general  preface,   let  me  say  that  threat  of  foot-and-mouth  is 
nothing  new  to  those  of  us  in  quarantine  and  animal  disease  control  work.  With 
foot-and-mouth  disease  widely  prevalent  in  Europe,  South  America.,  Asia  and  other 
areas,  we've  lived  and  worked  under  this  menace  for  years.     Ships  and  planes 
that  come  into  the  country  every  day  of  the  year  are  a  potential  threat.     The  ■ 
outbreak  in  Mexico  happened  to  bring  the  infection  somewhat  closer.    But  there  is 
a  wide  protective  zone  extending  entirely  across  central  Mexico  to  at  least  300 
miles  south  of  the  U.  S.  border.     There  is  not  now, ...and  so  far  as  we  know, 
never  has  been..., an  infected  animal  north  of  that  zone.     For  more  than  a  year, 
Mexico  and  the  U,  S.  has  held  that  line  (the  quarantine  line  in  Mexico  and  also 
the  line  at  the  U.S. -Mexican  border)  without  breach  by  the  disease.     It  would 
be  too  optimistic  to  say  that  the  disease  could  not  slip  by.     But  as  we  shove 
the  disease  farther  south.,,, and  improve  our  quarantine  and  control  operations,... 
each  month  that  goes  by  sees  the  chances  of  break-through  reduced  just  that  much, 

Q.     Is  it  true  that  large  numbers  of  cattle  are  being  slipped  across  the 
border  from  Mexico  into  the  U.S.? 

A,    We  have  very  concrete  evidence  that  they  are  not,    I  say  that  because 
cattle  below  the  border  are .infested  with  fever  ticks.     If  many  cattle  were  being 
smuggled  across  the  border,  we  would  find  the  tick  and  tick  fever  on  our  side  of 
the  border.    We  have  not  found  them,     I'd  be  the  first 'to  admit  that  no  quaran- 
tine or  similar  barrier  in  history. .. .whether  enforced  by  "Iron  Curtain"  tactics 
or  otherwise. . . .has  been  100  percent  effective.     But  we  know. that  for  practical 
purposes  of  controlling  foot-and-mouth  our  two  lines,,,, at  the  "border"  and  300 
miles  south  in  Mexico. ,. .are  holding.     Some  have  said  our  quarantine  at  the  U.S. 
border  is  too  strict;  others  have  said  it  is  not  strict  enough. 
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Background  on  Foot-and-Mouth  Control  (Continued) 

Q.-    What  about  the  "wetbacks"?     (That  is,  Mexicans  who  cross  the  border 
illegally.) 

►  A.     Virtually  all  of  those  who  manage  to  swim  the  river  come  from  the  "free" 

area  south  of  the  border  where  there  is  no  infection. 

*  Q.     I've  heard  some  question  about  possible  danger  from  materials  such  as 

bones  and  certain  other  animal  products  being  shipped  across  the  "border." 

A,     In  all  of  our  years  of  experience  with  shipment  of  such  products  as 
clean  dry  bones,  horns  and  hoofs,,  and  clean  hair  and  wool,  we've  never  traced  a 
case  of  foot-and-mouth  to  such  products.     This  experience  holds  for  other  coun- 
tries, too.    As  for  other  products  such  as  green  hides  which  might  carry  the 
infection,  our  regulations  are  explicit,  and  strictly  enforced.       .  •  •  • 

Q,    What  about  suggestions  to  close  the  "border"  entirely  to  shipments  of 
all  kinds  of  products? 

A,    It  would  make  just  as  much  sense  to  close  the  Atlantic  Ocean,    All  but 
a  few  countries  in  Europe  have  foot-and-mouth  disease  just  the  same  as  Mexico 
does. 

Q. .  What  progress  are  you  making  on  the  fence  along  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  infected  zone  in  Central  Mexico? 

A.     So  far,  we've  completed  about  62  miles  of  fencing,  or  about  half  of  the 
length  planned, 

Q#     Just  what  kind  of  control  work  is  now  being  carried  on  in  the  quarantined 

area? 

A.     Slaughter  of  any  infected  animals  found  in  the  buffer  or  protective 
zone.     Vaccination  of  animals  in  the  buffer  zone,  and  to  some  extent  in.  the  in- 
fected zone,  especially  of  animals  around  areas  where  new  infections  break  out.' 
Eventually,  we  hope  to  vaccinate  all  animals  in  the  infected  zone.    Vaccine  pro- 
duction in  Mexico  is  increasing  very  rapidly  and  an  adequate  supply  will  .soon  be 
available. 

•Q.     How  effective  is  vaccination  turning  out  to  be? 

A.     Ife  know  that  the  vaccines  being  used  in  Mexico  give  good  protection  if 
properly  handled  and  administered*     But  we  still  do  not  know  how  long  the  pro- 
tection lasts..   Experience  in  Europe  and  elsewhere  indicates  not  longer  than  per- 
haps six  months.     So  we  expect  it  to  be  necessary  to  vaccinate  a  second  time  in 
the  infected  zone.     During  that  time,  the  usual  quarantine  and  sanitary  measures 
will  be  continued, 

Q.    What  is  the  present  attitude  of  the  Mexicans  toward  the  control  program? 

A.     Generally  speaking,  good.     Back  in  July,  right  after  the  crash  of  the 
'plane  carrying  foot-and-mouth  personnel,  there  was  a  flare-up  about  U,  S. 
"intervention"  in  Mexico.     But,  in  the  meantime,  the  same  papers  that  took  that 
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Background  on  Foot-and-Mouth  Control  (Continued) 

line  have  completely  reversed  themselves  and  are  talking  about  the  U.S.  "mission 
of  mercy"  in  Mexico.  • 

Q.     Do  you  think  foot-and-mouth  can  be  eradicated  in  Mexico? 

A.     Thst's  our  aim.     And  progress  is  encouraging.     Beyond  that,  I  prefer  not 
to  mske  predictions. 

Egg  Price  Support  Continued 

You  had  a  release  this  week  announcing  continued  support. of  egg  prices  in 
the  Midwest  during  October. ...  reflecting  an 'average  price  to  producers  of  at  ■ 
least  35^  a  dozen  for  she  11  eggs.     Reason  for  this  extension  is  backing  up  of 
"hot  weather"  eggs  in  trade  channels  and  country  points. ...  deadlines  in  future 
markets. .. .truckers  strike  in  New  York. ...and  lack  of  desire  among  large  com- 
mercial users  to  build  up  inventories. 

Corn  Loan  Rates 

PMA  se.ys  that  corn  loan  rates  wi  11  be  the  next  important  announcement  on 
this  yearrs  price  supports.     Rates  will  be  scheduled  as  soon  as  possible  after 
BAE  issues  its  Sept.  29  Price  Report. 

European  Poultrymen  Need  Feed 

Federal  Extension  pcultryman  H.  L,  Shrader  returned  this  week  from  the  8th 
World  Poultry  Congress  in  Copenhagen.  '"Jhile  in  Europe  he  visited  poultry  farms 
in  England,  Sweden,  and  France. 

Big  problem  of  poultrymen  in  those  countries  is  shortage  of  feed.  They 
know  how  'to  make  good  rations,  but  just  can't  .get  the  ingredients.     They  feed  no 
wheat, ....  reserving  it  exclusively  for  humans. 

Imports  and  improved  harvests  are  resulting  in  some  improvement  of  poultry 
feeding.     But  the  European  poultrymen  will  continue  to  need  imported  feed,  and 
are  counting  on  getting  a  good,  supply  from  the  U.S.  under  the  Marshall  Plan, 

Beef  Grading  Aids 

Beef  cattle  g rovers  will  be  interested  to  know  that  PMA.  (working  with  funds 
under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act)  is  coming  out  with  a  set  of  natural  color 
photographs  of  beef  carcasses  and  cuts  that  will  greatly  facilitate  beef  gracing. 
Similar  pictures  on  consumer  cuts  of  beef  may  be  out  in  a  few  weeks.     This  is  the 
first  time  natural  color  photos  have  been  used  in  grading  work. 

Poultry  Stamp  on  Sale 

A  stamp  .commemorating  ~100  years  of  progress  of  the  poultry  industry  went  on 
sale  Thursday  of  this  week, 
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A  TV  Garden  Show 

One  of  the  "veterans"  in  the  field  of  farm  and  home  TV  is  Bill  Youngman,  with 
his  weekly  Garden  Hints  over  Station  WMaL-TV  here  in  Washington.     Bill..., a  USDA 
information  man  and  economist. .. .is  highly  active  in  gardening  and  lawn  matters; 
^         he  served  as  a  local  garden  leader  for  the  wartime  Victory  Gardening  program.  He 
has  been  doing  the  TV  shows  since  last  March. 

I  At  the  start,  Bill  did  his  show  alone ....  .decided  that  was  too  dull.  WMA.L 

provided  him  a  photogenic  foil.     She  was  long  on  looks  but  a  little  short  on 
utility.     His  present  TV  helpmate  is  comely. ...  and  also  does  a  smart  job  of  ab- 
sorbing perhaps  only-  15  minutes  before  show  time  the  questions  the  amateur  gar- 
dener or  floriculturist  would  ask,.., plus  a  few  embellishing,  diverting  remarks, 
The  rehearsal  may  include  only  a  .few  minutes  of  "walk-thr ough"  of  beginnings  and 
endings  of  shows  and  individual  sequences.     Sitting  cross-legged  in  the  studio 
garden^  or  meandering  around  the  set,   she  fires  questions  at  Bill,  unobtrusively 
watches  time,  and  signs  on  and  off. 

The  "set"  for  the  shew  is  one  end  of  the  studio  fixed  up  like  the  inside  of 
a  garden  house ,,, .with  a  "painted  in"  window  looking  out  on  a  lawn.     On  shelves 
and  hooks  around  the  wall  are  actual  bags  of  fertilizer,  insecticides,  etc,..* 
rakes,  hoes,  trowels,  etc.     A  six- foot- square  box  on  legs*  ••  •-filled  with  dirt..-., 
is  the   "garden"  where  Bill  plants  his  vegetable s ,' digs  up  bulbs  to  be  divided, 
etc.    While  there  is  some  advantage  in  having  the  garden  above  the  floor  level 
(it  stands  about  3  feet  high),  Bill  thinks  it  would  be  easier  to  spade  and  carry 
on  other  garden  operations  if  it  were  set  down  in  the  floor,  with  the  top    of  the 
garden  box  flush  with  the  floor.     It  could  be  covered  between  times  so  other 
shows  could  operate  in  that  corner  of  the  studio  without  interference. 

Bill  usually  runs  about  3  subjects  in  his  15  minutes;  say,  a  demonstration 
on  how  to  plant  fall  peas  (with  running  patter  about  varieties  to  plant,  etc.), 
pruning  a  big  climbing  rose  that  he  has  brought  to  the  studio,  and  identifying 
and. controlling  bag  worms  on  trees.     He  occasionally  uses  still  pictures  or 
drawings  by  the  studio  artist. 

From  his  6  months  on  TV,  Bill  is  highly  enthusiastic  about  its  possibilities 
for  agricultural  education.     Partly,  of  course,  because  many  people'  can  "savvy" 
much  easier  how  to  prune  a  rose  by  watching  a  demonstration  than  by  reading  a 
bulletin  with  a  few  pictures.     But,  more  than  that,  he  thinks  a  TV  viewer  can 
get  much  more  out  of  many  TV  demonstrations  than  from  the  same  demonstration  in 
the  school  house  or  in  a  group  out  in  the  lawn  or  garden.     Reason  is  that  the  TV 
camera  picks  up  detail  that  only  the  two  or  three  standing  next  to  the  demonstra- 
tor could  see  at  a  field  demonstration.     For  example,  in  demonstrating  how  to 
spray  for  Jap  beetle,  Bill  opened  up  the  nozzle  and  showed  how.,.. with  a  heavy 
mist... .the  spray  material  washed  down  to  the  edge  of  the  leaf,  leaving  most  of 
the  leaf  bare  of  insecticide .whereas  the  fine  mist  gave  good  coverage.  The 
TV  screen  made  it  possible  for  thousands  of  viewers  to  see  what  -  happened  better 
than  most  of  them  could  have  if  they  .had  seen  the  same  thing  at  a  demonstration 
at  a  garden  meeting.    And  Bill  thinks  he  makes  much  better  use  of  his  time  with 
his  TV  demonstrations  than  he  does  giving  the  same  demonstrations  to  groups  of 
15  or  20  all  over  the  District  of  Columbia. 

His  formula  for  the  show  is:     "What  to  plant  how  to  plant  it... ••and' 

where  to  get  it." 


A  TV  Garden  Show 


(Continued ) 


.    .He  has  seme  new  ideas  brewing  which  sound  like  real  inspirations.     But  r^ore 
about  those  later. 

Well,  there's  one  more  experience  story  on  TV.    We're  interested  in  others. 

Caution  Farmers  to  Save  Young  Trees 

Foresters  report  a  tendency  for  forest  and  woodland-  owners  to  cut  every  tree 
with  any  cash  value. ,. .with  the  idea  of  cashing  in  on  present  high  prices.  .  USDA's 
Forest  Service  advises  that  the  long-time'  'trend  of  stumpage  prices  is  upward,  and 
that  folks  who  strip  their  woodlands  now  are  very  shortsighted. 

We  mailed  you  this  week  a  highly  significant  release  on  this  subject. 
USEA  Official  Travel 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  September  24-25,  Claude  R.  Wickard,  Administrator  of  Rural 
Electrification  Administration,  attending  National 1  Rural  Electric  Coop.  Regional 
Meeting  at  Van  Oman  Hotel, 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 

Saturday,   Sept.  18 

ABC  American  Farmer,  U£DA  News. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  Secretary  Brannan  from  the 
Inter-American  Conference  on  Conservation  of  Renewable  Natural  Resources. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  Dewey  Termohlen  of  PM&i  reporting  on  World  Poultry 
Congress,   (.2)   Joe  Tonkin  of  USDA  Radio  Service  on  "Red  Sindhi  cattle." 

t 

Saturday,  Sept.  25  * 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News.  : 
NBC  National-  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News. 

'  «  ■  - 

Poultry  and  Vegetable  Goals  '  * 

USDA  is  recommending  a  continued  high-level  production  of  eggs  and  spring 
vegetables  in  T49  goals  to  be  announced  Monday,  Sept..  13. 

Farmers  are  asked  to  carry  into  next  year  the  maximum  number  of  hens  and 
•pullets  that  they  can  under  good  management  practices. 

As  to  spring  vegetables,  the  Department  recommends  farmers  in  17  States 
seed  a  total  acreage  in  *49  equal  to   '48,  with  some  variations  by  crops. 
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AMONG      0  U  R  S_  E  L  V  ES 

Transcriptions  from  4-H'ers  Abroad 

Thanks  to  the  splendid  help  from  the  International  Broadcast  Division  of  the 
Department  of  State,  our  own  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  and  the 
Extension  Service,  we're  able  to  give  you  the  following  encouraging  box  score  to 
date  on  transcriptions  from  4«H  club  members  in  Europe  under  the  International 
Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project,     Stations  receiving  dubs  of  recordings  are : 

WLW  -  Cincinnati  -  Rita  Bott,  West  Virginia  delegate  in  England, 

KGW  -  Portland,  Oregon  -  Shirley  Weger  -  Washington  delegate  in  England. 

WWVA  -  Wheeling,  W.Va.  -  Rita  Bott  -  West  Virginia  delegate  in  England, 
KVOO  -  Tulsa,  Okla.  -  Ernest  Hellwege  -  Oklahoma  delegate  in  Italy, 
Texas  Extension  -  Roy  Hranicky  -  Texas  delegate  in  Holland. 

WJZ  -  New  York,  N,Y.  -  Lois  White  -  New  York  delegate  in  Holland  and  Charles 
Larson  -  Connecticut  delegate  to  Denmark. 

KJR  -  Seattle,  Wash.  -  Shirley  Weger  -  Washington  delegate  in  England. 

KDKA  -  Pittsburgh,  Penna.  -  Rita  Bott  -  West  Virginia  delegate  in  England. 

KALE  -  Portland,  Oregon  -  Shirley  Weger  -  Washington  delegate  in  England, 

WOI  -  Ames,  Iowa  -  Raymond  Dankenbring  -  Iowa  delegate  in  Italy,   (The  Dan- 

kenbring  -  Hellwege  interview  was  made  with  Robert  Brand,  Third  Secre- 
tary cf  the  American  Embassy  in  Rome  and  Dr.   Oscar  Kirner-Crevate  of 
the  Cabinet  of  the  Italian  Minister  of  Agriculture,) 

WTIC  -  Hartford,  Conn.  -  Charles  Larson  -  Connecticut  delegate  to  Denmark, 

WBAL  -  Baltimore,  Md,  -  Ruth  Ake hurst  -  Maryland  delegate  to  Denmark, 

There  are  still  several  other  stations  requesting  transcriptions  that  have 
received  none  as  yet, 

A  couple  of  the  delegates  returned  home  this  week.     Fourteen  others  are  due 
in  New  York  Oct.  1, 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
JVssH  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures : 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Outlook  Conference,  Oct.  11-15 


September  17,  1948 


RADIO  SERVICE 


USDA's  annual  agricultural  outlook  conference  is  coming  up  Oct.  11-15. 
Extension  and  experiment  station  representatives  from  the  States  will  attend. 

One  new  feature  this  year  will  be  consideration  of  the  long-range  outlook 
for  U.S.  agriculture the  prospects  for  5  years  ahead  and  also  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  2  5-year  outlook  covered  in  the  House  Agricultural  Coianittee  report 
we  sent  you  some  months  ago. 

Highlights  of  the  outlook  are  being  covered  prior  to  the  conference  in  the 
various  BAE  Situation  Reports.     The  outlook  issues  for  wheat  and  fruit  are  al- 
ready out.     The  Demand  and  Price  Situation  --  due  in  about  3  weeks  —  will  sum- 
marize the  outlook  for  all  commodities. 

You  might  check  with  the  Extension  Editor  and  other  folks  at  the  Land  Grant 
Colleges  as  to  the  specialists  coming  in  here...#and  interview  them  before  coming 
to  Washington  on  outlook  questions  of  local  interest.    And  also,   of  course,  catch 
them  again  when  they  return  from  Washington, 


Goal  Calls  for  More  Pigs 

Note  the  enclosed  release,  calling  for  the  largest  peacetime  spring  crop  on 
record, ,. .exceeded  only  by  the  wartime  years  of  '42  and  '43. 

The   '49  spring  pig  goal  colls  for  60  million  pigs*... 17$  more  than  »48.  It 
aims  to  bring  the  total  meat  supply  a  vail able  in  late   '49  and  *  50  to  an  average 
of  150  pounds  a  person. ., .against  the  145  average  expected  this  year. 


Foot-and -Mouth  Progress  in  Mexico 

Enclosed  is  the  story  mentioned  in  last  week's  RFD  Letter  about  further 
progress  in  moving  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  zone  in  Mexico  farther  away  from 
the  U.S.  border.     You  moy  want  to  refer  to  the  background  story  on  p.  2  of  last 
weekfs  letter. 

See  Price  Support  Statement 

The  enclosed  USDA  statement  on  price  supports  says  they  have  been  serving  the 
best  interests  of  farmers  and  the  public. .. .and  recommends  a  long-range  flexible 
support  program. 
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Food  Prices 


BAE  economists  report  that  retail  prices  of  form  food  products  advanced  nearly 
1%  from  June  to  July.     Retail  cost  of  a  family  "market  basket"  (equal  to  the  '35- 
39  average  amount  of  food  bought  per  family  of  3  consumers)  food  products  rose 
from  $703  in  June  to  a  new  all-time  high  of  &709  in  July.     The  level  of  retail 
prices  measured  by  the  retail  cost  for  July  '48  was  more  than  11%  higher  than  a 
year  earlier.     But  weekly  wholesale  prices  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
show  declines  from  mid-July  to  late  August  that  average  nearly  2%  for  food  and 
more  than  0O  for  farm  products. 

Farm  Income  Situation  :      , . 

BAE's  Farm  Income  Situation  (Sept.  17)  reports  Farmers'  cash  receipts-  from 
marketings  the  first  half  of  T48  6%  higher  than  the   same  period  last  year.  But, 
in  July  and  August,  they  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier, , e . „and  total  re- 
ceipts through  August  are  up  only  4%. 

Farmers'  gross  receipts  so  far  this  year  are  a  little  higher  than  last  year* 
But  their  expenses  are  also  higher.  For  the  average  farmer,  moreover,  production 
costs  have  probably  increased  more  than  gross  income. 

Sweetclover  Seed  Production  Dawn. 

The   '48  crop  of  sweetclover  seed  is  expected  to  drop  nearly  half  (44$)  below 
average. ...  or  to  the  second  lowest  point  on  record, 

BAE  economists  point  out  that  acreage  is  down  sharply  because  of  loss  of 
popularity  of  sweetclover  as  a  soil-building  crop  in  some  sections,  low  prices, 
and  rains  which  shattered  out  much    seed  in  advance  of  harvest. 

New  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

Daniel  J.  Carey,  a  dairy  and  general  farmer  of  Groton,  N„Y.  has  been  appointed 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Carey  was  born  April  21,  1897,  at  Little  Falls,  N,Y.     He  grew  up  in  the 
Groton  area.    He  entered  Cornell  University  and  was  graduated  from  the  College  of 
Agriculture  in  1918  with  a  3.S.  degree. 

Following  his  graduation  from  college  Mr,  Carey  took  up  farming  in  his  home 
community  and  has  been  there  for  three  decades.  He  now  operates  a  'dairy  farm  of 
450  acres. 

During  his  farming  career,  Mr,  Corey  has  taken  an  active  part  in-  agricultural 
and  civic  affairs  in  New  York  State,     He  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Tompkins  County  Farm  Bureau  and  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Form  Bureau 
Federation  Dairy  Committee.     He  holds  membership  in  the  McLean  Grange  and  is  a 
director  of  the  Eastern  Milk  Producers'  Co-op  Association,  Inc.     He  was  active  in 
establishing  the  Tompkins  County  Soil  Conservation  District  in  his  home  county 
in  1945. 


FAQ  Washington  Meet  Nov.  15 


•  It  looks  as  if  the  fourth  annual  conference  of  the  International  Food  and 
Agriculture  .Organization  here  Nov.  15  will  be  a  big  affair. 

Probably  around  a  thousand  delegates  will  be  here. ....  representing  Govern-  • 
ments,  as  well  as  farm  organizations  and  other  groups,  from  most  of  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

T.he  .conference  will  include: 

1.  The  annual  review  of  the  world  food  and  agriculture  situation  and  outlook 
and  of  national  agricultural  programs. 

2,  Discussion  of  FAO  program  of  work. 

If  any  of  you  can  get  in  here  for  the  conference,  there  should  be  a  good 
opportunity  to  pick  up  a  wealth  of  feature  and  background  information,  in  addition 
to  the  conference  proceedings. 

We're  working  on  radio  angles  of  the  conference  that  we'll  tell  you  about 
later.  ,  -! 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT ) 
Saturday,  Sept.  25 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  The  Foot  and  Mouth  Situation*--From .Wash* 
ington,  Dr.  B.T„  SiEms  and  Dr.  Maurice  Shahan,  BAI j  from  Fort  Worth,  T.exas, 
Dr.  Shigley  in  charge  of  BAI  Border  Patrol,  Albert  A.  Anderson,  Range  Rider,, 
and  Layne  Beaty,  YJBAP  Farm  Director. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,  (2)  C.  R.-  Murphy,  School  Lunch 
Program. 

Saturday,  Oct.  2  i- 
ABC  American  Farmer,  -U-SDA  News.  , 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,,   (2)  From  New  York  City->  •  4--H  Boys 
and  Girls  back  from  Europe,  Raymond  Dankenbring  of.  Iowa,,  and  others,  and 
Joe  Tonkin,  USDA. 

Rat-Proof  Grain  Storage  .  . 

Reports  from  the  field  indicate  a. large,  number  of .  new  grain  elevators  and 
corn  cribs  being  built  on  farms  along  the  highways  in  States  such  as  Iowa  and 
Illinois.     Associate  Director  Murl  MacDonald  of  Iowa  is  stressing  the  importance 
of  getting  information  out  to  farmers  about  rat-proofing  their  temporary  and 
permanent,  grain  storagee ... .through  cooperation  between  Extension,  PMA,  Vo-Ag 
teachers,  hardware  dealers,  and  others* 


How  Much  Do  Farmers  Owe? 


The  Farm  Credit  Administration  says  that  farmers'  non-real  estate  indebtedr 
ness  to  the  major  institutions  increased  steadily  from  T36  through  '41. , ... dropped 
a  little  through  '44.,.. began  rising  again  in  '45.,.. and  rose  steeply  in  '46  and 
'47.    At  the  end  of  '47,  such. debt  totalled  $2.1  billion. . . .the  highest  since  the 
$2.5  billion:in  '29.  • 

But,  since   '39,  the  value  of  farm  assets  and  farmers'  holdings  of  liquid 
assets  increased  more  rapidly  than  non-real  estate  agricultural  debt.    And,  dur- 
ing this  period,  farmers  also  reduced  the  debt  on  farm  land. 

Futures  Trgding  Effect  on  Farm  Prices 

In  a  bulletin  just  out,  BAE  economists  say  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  measure 
4directly  the  effects  of  futures,  trading  on  the  level  of  farm  prices  for  grain.. 
Any  such  influence  would  appear  to  be  due  to  the  effect  of  futures  trading  on 
merchandising  costs.     Futures  trading  makes  possible  a  reduction  in  these  costs 
by  supplying  means  to  reduce  risk  from  price  changes,  and  for  making  savings  in 
interest  charges  and  in  capital  requirements.  .  And  any  stabilizing  effects  of 
futures  trading  tends  to  reduce  necessary  costs  of  marketing  grain. 

The  benefits  of  reductions  in  risks  and  the  savings  in  capital  costs  are 
offset  to  some  extent  by  direct  charges  for  futures  trading,  the  bulk  of  which 
are  represented  by  commissions.    Any  net  savings  in  merchandising- costs  from--, 
futures  trading  would  make  possible  a  reduction  in  margins  necessary  for  merchan- 
dising grain.     Not  enough  information  is  available  to  determine  to  what  extent 
any  such  savings  are  passed  on  as  higher  prices',  to  growers  . and  lower  prices  to 
consumers,  but  it  appears  -reasonable  to  believe  that. both  producers  and  consumers 
would  be-' benefited  by  such  savings.. 

The  bulletin  is,  "Analysis  of  Hedging  and  Other  Operations  in  Grain  Futures." 
Technical  Bulletin  Jtfo.  971..  t 

4-H'ers  Returning  from  Europe 

Some  of  our  4-H  "ambassadors"  to  Europe  under  the  Internet i6nal  Farm  Youth 
Exchange  project  will  be  available  for  interviews  in  New  York  City  Saturday'  morn-.. 
ing,  Oct.  2.... maybe  at  the  Waldo rf -Astoria*      Returing  from 

Sweden       Helen  Ochsner,  Madison,  Wise.;  Janice  Fenske,  Savage,  Mont,; 
Armin  Samuels<on,  Topeka,  Kans .  ...  .  .- 

Holland  -  Lois  White,  Jamesville,  N.Y. ;  Roy  Hranicky,  Orange  Grove,  Texas/ 

Norway        Rodney  Langseth,  Worthington,  Minn. 

Denmark  -  Oharles  Larson,  Portland,  Conn.;  Ruth  Akehurst,  Sparks,  Md. 
France       Alice  Ruth  Gilliaum,  Newport,  Ark. ;  , Paul  Hoffman,  Neffs,  Pa. 

,  '  f        ■  *  *t*   ■ »v  * 

Italy    *-  Raymond  Dankenbring,  Ames,  la.;  Erne st  Hellwage , . Kingfi sher, 'Okla. 
Britain  -  Rita  Bott,  Triadelphia,  W.Va. ;  Shirley  Weger,  Renton,  Wash.' 


Recent  Pub 11 cations 


"^tubble-Mu^ch  Fa£ndng  to  Hold  Soil  and  Water"        points  out  that  stubble  mulch 
not  only  holds  the  soil,  but  also  increases  crop  yields  as  much  as  60%  in  dry 
years  in  low  rainfall  areas.     The  bulletin  describes  new  methods  of  tillage,  and 
new  implements,  required..     (F.B.  Ko0  1997.) 

"Potato  Preferences  Among  Household  Consumers"  —  is  designed  to  help  growers  de- 
cide what  kind  of  potatoes  to  produce,  and  how  to  prepare  them  for  market.  Says 
homemakers  look  for  potatoes  with  smooth  skin,  clean  surface,  very  few  eyes,  and 
no  spots  or  blemishes.     Most  homemakers  usually  buy  medium- sized  potatoes-  Almost 
9  in  10  buy  only  one  all-purpose  potato ;  usually  for  baking.     (Misc.   Pub.  No.  6S7.) 

"Ro^of  Coverings  for  Farm  Buildings  and  Their  Repair"         (F.B,  1751.) 

"More  Power  to  Your  Poultry  Raising"  —  describes  various  ways  to  use  electricity 
in  poultry  raising,  and  discusses  types  of  equipment  to  use:  lights,  water  warm- 
ers, brooders,  egg  tester,  etcc     (Four- Page  REA  Leaflet.) 

"Water — When  and  Where  Your  Garden  Needs  It"  --  covers  various,  types  of  sprink- 
ling and  surface  watering  systems.     (One-Page  REA  Leaflet.) 

"Farm  Motors — Selection  and  Installation"  --  gives  full  particulars  (speed,  power 
requirements,  etc.)  for  various  types  of  electric  motor s, ...  and  what  they  can  be 
used  for, ,.o kinds  of  pulleys  to  use,  etc.     (Two-Page  REA  Leaflet.) 

"School  Lunch  Recipes  Using  Dried  Whole  Eggs"  —  may  interest  the  women's  program 
people  at  your  station.     (PA-58. ) 

"Some  Landmarks  in  the  History  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture"  —  gives  you.,., 
through  the  story  of  new  and  expanded  phases  of  Department  activity  over  the  past 
100  years.... a  good  background  of  the  changing  farming „   social,  and  economic 
conditions  that  have  given  rise  to  Department  programs.     (Our  good  friend  Ta  Swann 
Harding,  Editor  of  Scientific  Publications  in  the  Office  of  Information,  is 
editor . ) 

"Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  Statistics  --  1947"  —  CS-28. 

"Conquest  of  the  Land  Through  Seven  Thousand  Years"  —  summarizes  the  observa- 
tions of  Dr.  W.  C.  Lowdermilk  in  countries  involved  in  Biblical  history,  ss  well 
as  in  England,  Holland,  France,  and  other  countries.     Is  in  popular,  narrative 
style.     (SCS  MP-32.) 

Recording  from  World  Poultry  Congress 


W.D.  Termohlen,  director  of  PMA's  Poultry  Branch,  has  just  mace  a  recording 
(6:18)  on  his  trip  to  the  World  Poultry  Congress  in  Copenhagen,  and  his  observa- 
tions of  the  poultry  industry  in  various  countries  in  Eurcpec     He  reported  that 
many  of  the  countries  are  not  yet  back  to  50%  of  their  prewar  poultry  production. 
Also,  that,  in  many  places,  European  poult rymen  have  completely  lost  their  breed- 
ing lines. 

We're  sending  dubbings  of  this  recording  to  those  who  requested  it.    We  can 
furnish  a  copy  to  any  of  the  rest  of  you  who- are  interested. 
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Extension  Radio  Study  Review 

Those  of  you  who  attended  the  agricultural  radio  workshops . at  the  Institute- 
for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus  .in  the  spring  remember  Dr.  Gladys  Gallup's 
(Federal  Extension  Division  of  Field  Studies  and . Training)  discussion  of  radio 
listener  studies.    Well,  here  is  a  progress  report  on  some  of  the  Federal-State 
studies  she  covered. 


Plansas 


Study  underway  of  programs  over  college-owned  station,  KSAC.     One  distinc- 
tive part  of  study  is  to  find  the  extent  to  which  farm  families  have  adopted  im- 
proved practices. ...  .from  suggestions~in  different  radio  programs  over  KSAC,  di-  • 
rected  towards  improving  radio  techniques.     Every  two  months,  starting  in  Janu- 
ary '-48,  personal  interviews  were  made. with  sample  families  in  six  counties,  .  In 
2  counties,  extension  agents  are  making  intensive  effort  to  use  these  broadcasts 
in  their  teaching  programs;  in  2  counties,  agents  are  merely  announcing  the  broad- 
casts to  their  people;  in  the  other  2,  agents  are  paying  no  particular  attention 
ta  the  broadcasts.     Report  will  be  available  in  summer  or  fall  of  "49. 

Maine  , 

During  February  '48,  352  families  in  primary  coverage  area  of  WABI,  Bangor, 
interviewed  by  extension  workers.     Report  should  be  available  in  fall  'of  '48. 

New  Jersey 

Study  of  effectiveness  of  county  extension  agents'  broadcasts . , „ .with  inter- 
views with  about  50  small  segments  of  about  5  farm  families  each,  in  each  of  3 
counties  --  Cumberland,  Burlington,  and  Warren.     Report  will  be  available  in 
fall  of  '48. 


Pennsylvania  •  . 

Same  procedure  as  New  .Jersey. 4w.ith  3  counties  involved  being  Mercer, 
Lycoming,  and  Berks.     Report  available  in. fall  of  '48. 

NOTEi    We're  now  mimeographing  the  summary  of  the  agricultural  radio  workshops 
at  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus.     This  included  a  summary  of 
talks  on  surveys  by  Dr.  Gallup  and  RFD  Tom  Fage  of  WNBC  in  New  York,    We'll  send 
you  copies  soon.  "  '.' 

P.S.  From  John  Douglass 

Just  after  our  last  pages  went  to  press,  we  got  another  "airmail"  from  John 
Douglass  in  Australia.     John  says  Lew  Toyne,  U.Se  agricultural  attache  in  Aus- " 
tralia,  will  leave  by  air  Oct,  2,  and  fly  straight  to  Denver.     John  adds  that 
the  records  with  Lew.,  mentioned  in  the  item  in  "Among  Ourselves,"  will  be  air- 
freighted during  the  coming  week. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Country  Journal  Takes  Breather 

With  tomorrow's  show,  CBS  winds  up  its  ninth  year  of  Country  Journal ....  and 
Agricultural  Director  Bon  Lerch  and  Virginia  Tatum  take  a  little  holiday  until 
after  the  football  season;  holiday  from  this  show,  that  is.  They  expect  to  ap- 
pear on  other  CBS  shows  with  reports  cn  country  life.... and  take  a  little  fling 
at  TV.  Also,  Don  will  take  a  swing  through  the  Midwest  to  check  on  "conversion 
of  corn  to  meat'1  (as  the  scholarly  Mr.  Lerch  puts  it)..,. meet  with  grain  people 
in  Minneapolis* ..  ..and  visit  stations  along  the  way. 

Country  Journal  is  scheduled  to  return  to  the  air  during  the  "International" 
in  Chicago, 

Kello,  Australia 

Honorary  NARFD  member  —  John  Douglass        agricultural  director  of  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Commission        comes up  with  news  from  "down  under."  Says 
Ex-Colorado  county  agent  Lew  Toyne  --  now  Agricultural  Attache  at  the  U.S.  Embass 
in  Australia  --  is  set  to  come  to  the  States  in  time  for  the  International  Live- 
stock Exposition  and  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

John  reports  that  he  and  Lew  have  just  finished  a  1500-mile  trip  down  to 
"our  best  Merino  sheep  country."     They  did  2  or  3  recordings  at  "Boonoke"  which 
is  the  "largest  Merino  station  in  Australia,  and  we  think,  the  world. .. ,72,000 
sheep  were  shorn  this  season, .. .Within  the  next  few  weeks,  I  will  be  sending  you 
some  discs  of  Lew  Toyne  and  myself "... .to  offer  to  RFD's  or  otherwise. 

We'll  let  you  know  when  these  recordings  arrive. 

Signs  of  the  Times  in  TV 

This  morning's  Wall  Street  Journal  says  that,  "In  key  look-and-listen  cities 
like  New  York,  Washington  and  Philadelphia,  the  men  in  charge  of  video,.,, say 
the  audience  is  big  enough  now  to  be  worth  more  money," 

In  Philadelphia,  "New  sponsors  of  commercial  programs  effective  immediately 
on  one  station  and  October  1  on  another,  will  pay  from  33  1/3$  to  50%  more  for 
an  hour  of  video  time  than  under  present  rates."    At  WCAU-TV,  "Spots  running  up 
to  one  minute  are  being  jumped  100$  in  cost," 

"An  hour  of  WPTZ  time  will  be  increased  from  the  present  $300  to  $400  on 
October  1." 

In  New  York,  "Three  of  five  stations  will  hike  fees  next  month...., On  Octo- 
ber 1,  NBC,  CBS,  and  Du  Mont  "will  all  jump  their  top  hourly  charges  on  their 
outlets  in  this  city  to  $1,000.     The  NBC  flag-station,  7VNBT-TV,  has  been  charg- 
ing $250  less  than  that;  the  CBS  outlet,  WCBS-TV,  has  been  taking  in  $300  less, 
and  the  Du  Mcnt  station,  WARD,  has  received  $200  less." 


-  8  •- 

A  MO  KG      OUR  S_E  LV  ES 

P.S.  on  "British  Farmer"  Schedule 

>>  A  very  alert  "subscriber"  —  Assistant  Extension  Editor  Kenneth  Boord  of 

West  Virginia  writes: 

"I  note  you  list  "BRITISH  FARMER"  for  Monday  at  11:45  a.m.  EDST  on  21,55  megs, 
which  is  correct.    But  since  that  is  such  an  "ungodly"  hour  for  so  many  folks,  I 
thought  you  might  be  interested  to  know  that  "BRITISH  FARMER1'  also  goes  on  the  air 
in  the  North  American  Service'  of  BBC  on  Tuesday  evenings  at  10:45  p.m.  EDST  on 
11.80,  9.825,  and  9.51  megs,,  any  of  which  is  heard  well  in  America," 

Ken  also  offers  to  send  schedules  on  "some  good  agricultural  broadcasts  on 
SWT  from  Radio  Australia.  ..^„...^r-WM— 

Thanks  much,  Ken. 
Re:     4-H  Flatters  From  Abroad 

 1   , 

RFD  Frank  Atwood  of  WTIC  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  writes:     ;  s 

Urv*.  

"The  transcription  made  with  Charlie  Larson  in  Copenhagen  reached  me  last 
Saturday  and  I  put  it  on  the  air  Monday  morning,     I  thought  it  was  terrific  and 
you  can  imagine  how  the  Larson  family  hung  around  the  radio  at  Portland,  This 
was  one  of  the  finest'  services,  the  Office  of  Information  has  furnished        one  of 
many,  I  hasten  to  add.     .  . 

"I  am  offering  the  platter  to  the  University  of  Connecticut  for  its  trans- 
cription library," 

We  get  word  of  further  t ranscriptions  on  the  way  from  4-H  club  members  in 
Europe  under  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Pro ject , . . .which  we  hope  will 
arrive  in-  time  for  use  before  the  delegates  get  back  heme. 

Again,  as  we  said  in  last    week'Ts  Letter,  a  very  generous  share  of  credit 
for  these  transcriptions  goes  to  Department  of  State  and  Federal  Extension, 

Visitors 


We  had  a  visit  this  week  from 'Paul  L.  Fisher,  RFD  for  WMRC  at  'Greenville, 
S.C»c...who  also  teaches  biology  at  Furman  University,  Complimented  Extension 
Radio  Editor  Paul  Seabrook  on  RFD  session  at  Clemson,  S.C.,  Aug.  26. 


Enclosure  s : 


Press  Release-  Peacetime  Spring 
Pig  Crop 

Foot-and -Mouth  Progress  in  Mexico 
The  Support  Price  Prog  ram- 


Co  rdi  ally, 

/i  V /k  i  //  p  f  'M 

Ke  nn  eth  ^  M.  Ga  pe  n 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Grain  Storage  Demonstrations 


RADIO  SERVICE 


September  24,  1948 


We  continue  to  get  reports  here  of  considerable  activity  in  providing  stor- 
age for  grain  crops.     PMA  committees  are  spearheading  emergency  corn  storage  demon- 
strations  in  several  .States.     For  example,   in  Iowa,  demonstrations  are  scheduled 

for  Oskaloosa,  Sept.  28. .. .Greenfield ,  Sept.  30. ...  Spencer,  Oct.  5  Clarion, 

Oct.  7.    At  the  meetings,  various  types  of  floors,  roofs,  and  sidewalls  will  be 
shown.    A  complete  temporary  crib  will  be  erected  at  each  place. 

The  drying  of  a  crib  of  high  moisture  corn  with  a  portable  type  of  farm  dryer 
will  be  demonstrated,  and  methods  of  converting  a  steel  bin  so  ear  corn  can  be 
dried  in  it  will  be  shown. 

In  Missouri,,  a  series  of  actual  crib-building  demonstrations  will  be  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  in  connection  with  grassland  day  meetings.  Similar 
demonstrations  are  being  held  in  States  outside  the  Com  Belt. 

Dairy  Situation 

Dairy  cow  numbers  have  been  dropping  for  5  consecutive  years.     In  '49,  farm- 
ers will  have  fewer  cows  than  in  any  year  since  the  early  ,30,s....and  12-13$ 
fewer  than  the   '44  peak.     But,  with  record  feed  supplies  per  animal. .. .and  dairy 
product-feed  relationships  more  favorable  than  in  '48.... dairy  herds  probably  will 
produce  more  milk  per  cow  than  this  year's  record  of  5,000  pounds.    And  total  milk 
production  in  '49  may  be  a  little  larger  than  in  '48. 

BAE  economists  say  that  the  favorable  relation  between  feed  prices  and  dairy 
product  prices. . ..and  probably  less  attractive  alternatives. .. .may  halt  the  cow 
decline  by  the  beginning  of  '50. 

Dairymen  vail  produce  less  milk  per  capita  in  '49  than  at  any  time  since  the 
drought  years  of  the   '30's.     But  with  shifts  in  uses,   per  capita  supplies  of  all 
major  dairy  items  will  be  near  '48  levels,  and  except  for  butter,  well  above  any 
prewar  year. 


World  Grain  Export  Supplies  Up 

OFAR  reports  that. present  prospects  indicate  export  grain  supplies  from  sur- 
plus-producing countries  during  '48-49  will  exceed  last  year's  total  shipments  by 

10$.     The  increase  is  expected  in  coarse  grains  with  bread  grains  slightly 

less.     The  U.S.  again  is  likely  to  provide  nearly  half  of  the  total  world  trade. 


Farm  Machinery  Production  Up 


In  T47,  farm  machinery  production  ran  fl,  264,915,349.  . .  .the  highest  in  his- 
tory....and  a  48.7%  gain  over  '46.     Production  of  repair  parts  and  attachments  wa 
the  largest  production  iterr,  except  for  tractors. 

Information  received  by  PMA  indicates  an  estimated  increase  of  30-35"%  in 
tractor  production  in  l48  over  '47.     Production  of  other  farm  machinery  will  be 
up  about  15%, 

Large  tractors,   corn  pickers,  side-driving  raks,  pick-up  hay  balers,  and 
grain  drills  continue  to  be  in  shortest  supply. 

Boxcar  Situation  Improved 


Reports  to  PMA.  indicate  a  few  counties  in  the  Northwest  where  grain  is  on 
the   ground,  but  only  a  small  part  of  it  is  held  because  of  lack  of  boxcars.  The 
supply  of  boxcars  is  generally  adequate,  although  demands  may  not  be  fully  met  at 
some  stations.     "While  grain  loadings  are  taoering  off  in  the  Northwest,  railroads 
are  turning  their  attention  to  corn  and  soybean  loading  areas,     Harvesting  of 
grain  sorghums  is  starting  in  the  Southwest,  where  additional  car  supplies  soon 
will  be  needed. 


Extension  Marketing  Projects 


During  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  Advisory  Coirmittee  meeting  here  this 
week,  Extension  Director  Bevan  of  Hew  Hampshire  reported  on  a  State  project  on 
new  poultry  dressing  and  marketing  methods,     The  theme  of  the  project  is  "quality 
plus  eye-appeal  sells  dressed  poultry."    At  the  University  of  New  .Hampshire,  a 
demonstration  plant  is  in  operation  for  showing  groups  of  producers,  handlers, 
retailers,  and  others  the  best  methods  of  killing,  dressing,  and  packaging  evis- 
cerated poultry.     Similar  demonstration  plants  are  being  developed  in  10  other 
points  in  the  State. 

Federal  Extension  reported  that  35  States,  and  Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico,  have 
provided  matching  funds  for  29  new  RMA  projects  for  the  fiscal  year  starting 
July,    '48,. ..and  for  54  line  projects  continuing  from,  last  year. 

Change  in  4-H'ers  Return  from  Europe 

Due  to  a  change  in  ship  arrangements,  the  14  4-H  club  members  returning  from 
Europe  will  not  reach  New  York  until  Oct,  3*     They. ...and  2  French  Youth  Exchange 
Project  delegates. ., .will  be  available  for  interview  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Monday,  Oct.  4,  between  9  and  12.     Donlt  know  room.    .Edward  Aiton  and  Clara 
Ackermah  Of  Federal  Extension  will  be  on  hand. 


Florida  Citrus  Little  Damaged 

Contrary  to  earlier  fears,  preliminary  reports  indicate  very  little  damage 
to  Florida  citrus  by  the  recent  hurricane. 
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Farm  Jobs  for  the  Handicapped 

A  nice  bit  of  humanitarian. .as  well  as  human  interest, , . ..opportunity  for 
RFD's  offers  itself  in  the  "National  Employ  the  Physically  Handicapped  Week?'  com- 
ing up  Oct,  3-9. 

Many  handicapped  veterans  and  others  have  found  niches  in  agriculture  where 
they  have  been  successful.     USDA's  Farmers  Home  Administration  tells  of  many  cases 
such  as  the  blind  veteran  who  runs  a  100-acre  dairy  farm  in  Mississippi. .. ,a  semi- 
paralyzed  veteran  working  a  farm  in  Alabama,  and  now  considered  only  &0%  disabled 
because  of  his  healthful  occupation. ...  a  wounded  veteran  (v/earing  Purple  Heart 
with  Oak  Clusters)  successfully  operating  a  general  farm  in  Mississippi. ... .a 
blind  man  in  Wisconsin  raising  livestock  and  poultry,  and  building  and  renting 
boats. 

General  aim  during  the  week  is  to  get  farmers,  agricultural  industries,  and 
others  to  recognize  that.... when  placed  according  to  their' abilities. . . .the  handi- 
capped do  as  well  as  other  folks,  or  maybe  better, 

A  specific  aim  is  to  ask  farm  employers  to  list  all  jobs  open  to  handicapped 
persons  with  local  offices  of  the  State  Employment  Service.     County  agents  are 
being  urged  to  relay  information  about  the  handicapped  in  their  counties  to  pros- 
pective' employers.     Farmers  Home  Administration  is  giving  disabled  persons  cap- 
able of  doing  farm  work  the  same  consideration  for  loans  and  other  services  as 
it  does  other  persons.    And  FHA  and  the  State  Vocational  Rehabilitation  agencies 
have  a  cooperative  arrangement  for  extending  consultation  and  training  helps  to 
the  handicapped. 

For  further  information,  check  with  county  agents,  FHA  representatives,  and 
Employment  Service  offices, 

U£DA  Official  Travel 

Portland,  Ore.  —  Sept.  27-30  —  E.A.  Meyer,  Admin.  Research  &  Marketing  Act,  O.V. 
Wells,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Agr.  Econ, ,  and  Dr.  B.T.  Simms,  Chief,  Bur,  of  Animal 
Industry,  attending  Association  of  Commissioners,  Secretaries  and  Directors  of 
Agriculture  meeting  at  Multnomah  Hotel. 

Berkeley,  Calif.        Sept,  28-0ct.  1  —  E.A.  Meyer,  Western  Regional  Research  Lab. 

Lubbock,  Tex.  —  Oct.  14-15        E.A.  Meyer  to  attend  the  Beltwide  Cotton  Mechani- 
zation Conference, 

Denver  --  Oct.  13-15  —  Dr.  Simms  attending  meeting  of  U.S.  Livestock  Sanitary 
Association  at  Shirley-Copley  Hotel. 

New  York  City  — Sept,  28  —  Dr,  Hazel  K.  Stiebeling,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Human 
Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  Guest  Hostess  at.  meeting  of  Food  Editors  at  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel, 

Detroit  --  Sept,  27-28  —  Dillard  B.  Lasseter,  Admin.  Farmers  Home  Administration, 
meeting  of  American  Bankers  Association. 
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The  Weatherman  Goes  TV 


If  any  phase -of  farm  radio  should  be  destined  to  continue  its  rather  conven- 
tional course  into  the  era  of  TV,  it  might  seem  to  be  the  weather  forecast,  with 
"Fair  tonight  and  Saturday,  with  possibly  rain  and  lower  temperatures'  Sunday." 
And  perhaps  it  will.     But,  any  prospective  farm  weather  broadcaster  who  is  will- 
ing to  approach  TV  with  his  preconceived  ideas  set  at  zero,  might  cast  a  glance 
at  a  5-minute,  5-night-a-week  forecast  evolved  during  recent  months  over  KBCfs 
WNBW  :here  in  Washington,  • 

Free-lancing  Louis  Allen  hits  the  screen  at  7:00  p0m,  with  a  bounce  and  a 
blank,,  white  outline  map  of  the  U.S»..«and  a  facile  pen  with  a  felt  nib  capable 
of  interesting  line  e ff ects0 . . « eand  filled  with  an  instant-drying  inka    With  a 
friendly  flourish  of  rapid-fire  pleasantry  about  fan  mail  (which  he  does  get)  and 
weather  matters,  he  attacks  the  map  with  an  easy  sweep  of  pen,  sketching  in  a  few 
of  the  major  current,  and  incubating,  phases  of  weather:     advancing  cold  front, 
lines  indicating  a  major  temperature  zone  or  so  in  the'  Northeast,  etc.     All  the 
while,  he  keeps  up  a  breezy  background  and  interpretive  commentary. 

As  he "draws"  the  "weather  frent"  having  current  major  bearing  on  Washington 
weather  prospects,  he  says,  "I  bet  you  thought  that   'front*  we  saw  headed  this 
way  yesterday,,,,  and  that  gave  us  low,  dark  skies  here  this  morning. .meant 
rain.     I  thought  so  too  for  awhile B     But  not  a  drop  of  rain  in  it.     Just  one  of 
tiose  things  that  adds  to  the  woes  of  the  forecasted  <= .  cAnd  he-re's  our  old  friend 
the  75-degree  line  (as  he  delineates  a  large  75-degree  temperature  zone  in  the 
Northeast) „     At  the  moment,  no  sign  anywhe re  near  us  of  that  old  bugaboo  the  90- 
degree  line  that  kept  us  stewing  for  awhile.     But  looks  as  if  we  might  have  more 
worm  weather  before  fall  sets  in," 

Climaxing  the  5-minutos  of  weather  is  what  Allen  calls  a  "doodle"  of  tomor- 
row's forecast  to  keep  the  show  "moving*"     Quickly  he  dashes  off  (with  due  atten- 
tion to  build-up  and  suspense)  a  simple  line -drawing  cartoon.     This  time,  it 
develops  into  a  picture  of  two  boys  on  swings,  with  a  schoolhouse  in  the  back- 
ground.    Comments  Allen.  "Going  to  be  warm  tomorrow, , , c nice  for  the  kids  to  play 
outside."    With  that,  he  whips  out  of  his  pocket,  and  reads  perhaps  a  15-second 
forecast  he-  got  by  dialing  "Weather-"  just  before  show-time.     Signing  off  with  a 
pleasant  well-wi shing  in  the  -light  of  tomorrow* s  weather,  he  hustles  off  to  auto- 
graph and  mail  his  latest  "doodle"  to  the  kid  at  the  top  -.f  the  list  of  those 
writing  in  for  his  doodles. 

In  the  "think"  and  "planning"  stage  for  Allen's  show  are  a  host  of  ideas-- 
■some  basic,  others  in  the  human  interest  cles-s.^    Imminent  is  a  much  larger  map 
so  "I  can  get  a  lot  more  sweep,  more  motion, so  I  can  stand  back  and  'throw1 
the  ink  on  in  a  grandiose  way."     Further  human  interest  embellishments  for  the 
weather  map  are  in  the  meditation  stage. 

Analysis  of  Techniques 

Underlying  the  simple,  popular  technique s. ,with;  which  Allen  is  attracting 
a  following  ranging  from  5-year  olds  to  grandparents. .. .is  a  good  deal  of  care- 
ful analysis,  drawing  constantly  on  established  principles  of  psychology  and 
modern  education.     Always  he  is  seeking  to  introduce  more  motion-.     Such  was:  the 
inspiration  of  the  "doodle,"  suggested  by  the  doodles  his -wife  added  to  letters 
to  him  overseas  during  the  war  of  the  day-to-day  doir.gs  of  their  2-year-old. 
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The  Weatherman  Goes  TV  (Continued) 

Such,  too,  is  the  plan  for  the  larger  map.    And,  likewise,  his  preoccupation  with 
effective  use  of  the  hands.     Believing  that  90  percent  of  learning  is  visual,  he's 
trying  to  milk  the  last  drop  of  visual  possibilities  out  of  his  weather  show. 

With  TV's  great  accentuation  of  the  problem  of  divided  attention  (you  can 
shave  or  read  the  newspaper,  with  an  ear  to  the  radio ...  .but  not  with  an  eye  on'' 
TV),  Allen  is  d  igging  into  background  gained;  from  visual  teaching  of  the  slow- 
learning;  it's  a  matter  of  using  attention-getting  techniques,  and  easily-conceived 
presentations.    And  he t s  making  practical  application  of  the  principles  of  pro- 
gressive education. 

Allen  has  addressed  to  himself  these  questions:    What  justification  is  there 
for  my  being  on  TV?    What  do  I  want  to  do?    What  do  I  want  to  create  in  the  minds 
of  my  viewers:     complacency,  inspiration  to  action?    How  can  I  motivate  them  to 
tune  in  each  day? 

Doing  a  Job  for  "Weather" 

All  of  this  study  and  analysis  is  pointed  to  very  earthy,  practical  objec- 
tives:    1)  Make  weather  information  intelligible  and  palatable;  2)  help  the  pub- 
lic understand  the  ways  of  the  iveather  so  the  layman  can  plan  his  work  better; 
if  he  knows  what  causes  tomorrow* s  weather,  he  can  rationalize  a  forecast;  and 
3)  give  the  public  an  appreciative  understanding  of  the  problems  in  making  a  fore- 
cast, so  it  will  be  sympathetic  rather  than  belligerent  if  the  weather  man  misses 
a  forecast.  ...   

Does  the  public  think  Allen  is  succeeding  in  what  he  is  trying  to  do? 

Here  are  a  few  excerpts  from  the  constant  flow  of  fan  letters  to  WNBW: 

"We  enjoy  ycur  weather  report  broadcast  very  much.    We  get  a  particular  kick 
out  of  hearing  you  explain,  in  words  we  can  understand,  just  what  happened  when 
the  report  does  not  agree  with  the  weather  we  do  have." 

Or,  in  much  the  same  vein,  "Before  you  came  along,  we  used  to  take  the  weath- 
er for  granted  —  never  gave  tomorrow's  weather  a  second  thought.     But  nowl I  .We 
actually  find  ourselves  worrying  whether  or  not  the  fronts  you  describe  will  move 
on  Washington  or  whether  winds,  etc.,  will  intercept  in  time." 

Another  writes,  "All  our  neighbors  gather  'round  our  TV  set  every  evening 
just  to  see  you.,,. Our  plans  from  day-to-day  depend  on  your  predictions." 

And  frequent  letters  (including  the  requests  for  "doodle"  forecasts)  indi- 
cate a  following  of  children,  such  as,  "Not  only  adults  are  interested  in  the 
♦Weather  Men'  but  youngsters  as  well.     The  maps  and  diagrams  make  a  subject, 
otherwise  technical,  very  easy  to  follow.     The  program  is  valuable  to  youngsters 
of  school  age,  and,  as  parents,  my  husband  and  I  want  to  thank  WNBW  for  the 
!Weather  Man." 

About  Allen  and  His  Operations 

Allen  has  a  varied  background  for  his .avoeational  job.     He  taught  highschool 
"math"  and  geogra"phy  for  a  number  of  years,  during  -which  time  he  carefully  noted 


The  Weatherman  Goes  TV  (Continued) 


his  classes'  reactions  to  various  teaching  approaches.     During  the  war,  he  devel- 
oped training  courses  in  aerology  for  cadets.     And  he  was  with  Navy  in  Guam,  fore- 
casting, weathe  r  sea  and  swell  for  invasions  at  Iwo  Jima,  Okinawa,  and  other  points 
His  art  work  for  the  TV  series  is  something  he  picked  up  by  spending  a  little 
time  over  some  simple  drawing  texts.     Lest  he  lose  any  time  on  the  air,  he  sket- 
ches in  his  "doodle"  in  light  pencil  before  the  show  so  he  can  execute  his  draw- 
ing quickly  and  with  sufficient  artistic  finesse. 

As  preparation  for  each  evening's  forecast,  he  drops  by  Weather  Bureau  to 
get  its  daily  chart,  and  later  dials  Weather  for  the  forecast  just  before  going 
on  the  air. 

Application  to  Farm  Telecasting 

How  much  of  Allen's  general  approach  (with  appropriate  adaptation)  may  apply 
to  weather  forecasts  in  early  morning,   or  noon-time,  farm  service  shows  is  a 
question.     In  part,  a  question  as  big  as  the  whole  issue  of  radio  vs  TV*  During 
the  rush  planting  or  harvesting  season,  will  a  farmer  want  a  few-second  forecast 
spun  into  5  minutes,  with  visual  embellishments,  even  though  such  elaboration 
gives  him  a  much  better  appreciation  of  the  weather?    Be  that  as  it  may,  a  major 
reason  for  giving  this  story  is  its  bearing  on  a  wide  variety  of  visual  in  farm 
TV:     economic  reports,   charts,  maps,  etc. 

Weather  Bureau  Helps  for  TV 


Weather  Bureau  is  tremendously  interested  in  TV,.., would  like  to  help  TV 
stations. . e .but  at  the  moment  is  pretty  handicapped.     Some  RFD's  get  radio  fore- 
casts piped  direct  from  1TB  offices.     But  TV  requires  going  to  the  studio  with 
visual  materials. ...  for  which  WB  has  neither  time  nor  money.     In  the  light  of 
budget  and  personnel  cuts,  WB  has  little  hope  of  doing  anything  special  for  indi- 
vidual TV  stations  anytime  soon,     It  is  thinking,  however,  of  possibilities  of- 
regional  network  service.     In  fact,  it  was  working  regularly  with  one  such  net- 
work until  introduction  of  .coaxial  cable  rates  led  to  discontinuation  of  the 
program.     Meanwhile,  several  non-Weather  Bureau  meteorologists  are  operating  on 
somewhat  the  same  basis  as  .Allen:     an  MIT  meteorology  professor  for  WBZ-TV  in 
Boston,  a  newspaper  meteorologist  for  WPIK  in  New  York,  and  another  man  in  Phila- 
delphia.   WB  supplies  these  men  charts,  and  is  otherwise  helpful  within  its  prac- 
tical limitations.  ' 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  STANDARD  TIME) 

Saturday,  Oct.  2 

ABC  American  Farmer,  US DA  News 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  US  DA  News.     (Pick-up  from  New  York  City  of  re- 
turning 4-H  exchange  delegates  cancelled  because  of  change  in  date  of  arrival.) 

Saturday,  Oct,  9  .....   -  ■ 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  UcDA  News,   (2)  What '  s  Ahead  for  Farmers,"  —  O.C.  Stine 

and  .Bushrod-W*  Allin  of  BAE;  M.L,  Wi'lson,  Federal  Extension  Director. 
NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
Re  Our  TV  Piece 

Just  as  the  last  paragraph  of  the  TV  article  in  this  Letter  was"  coming  up  in 
the  typewriter,  a  USDA  building  guard  dropped  in  on  his  regular  security  round. 
This  guard  —  a  TV  fan  --  chatted  about  various  sets ... .  .  improved  camera  perfor- 
mance on  Thursday  night's  football  game,  etc.... with  his  attention  finally  drift- 
ing to  the  TV  Weatherman  piece  in  'the  typewriter.     Then  these  comments  from  him: 

"Oh  yes,  I  tune  in  that  Weatherman's  show  every  evening  for  my  father.  In 
fact,  my  frther  is  the  reason  I  bought  the  set.     You  see,  he's  deaf.    And  he  has 

to  have  the  weather  report  to  know  whether  to  ship  his  racing  pigeons  Yvrhy?... 

Well,  they  dcn't  fly  the  pigeons  in  rainy  or  windy  weather.    And  there's  only  one 
train  a  day  up  to  some  of  these  jerkwater  joints  where  he  ships  the  pigeons  to  be 
released.     They  don't  have  no  good  way  to  hold  the  pigeons  over  if  the  weather's 
bad,  so  he  always  checks  the  weather  forecasts  before  he  ships.     Most  often,  that 
Weatherman  is  right.     But  the  other  night  he  drawed  an  umberella  over  a  clothes- 
line full  of  clothes.     Seein1  that  umberella,  my  father  didn't  ship.     It  didnjt 
rain  that  time.     But  that's  only  twice  he's  been  wrong.     Fact  is,  he's  right 
oftener  than  the  paper. 

"His  show  is  getting  better  than  when  he  first  started  drawin'  those  lines. 

"No,  only  trouble  is,  5  minutes  is  too  short  for  that  show," 

Beaty  Ponders  TV  Debut 

Anent  our  recent  comment  about  RFD  Layne  Beaty' s  (WBAP,   Fort  Worth)  plans  to 
"teevee"*  the  State  fair  in  October,  Layne  says  "we  just  don't  know  yet  whether 
Beaty  will  have  supervision  of  a  camera  at  that  time,"     But  he  says  "no  harm 
done  (through  our  predictions  of  things  'to  come)  unless  some  of  the  fellows  do  as 
Edd  Lemons  wrote  today  about  his  plans.     He  wants  to  come  down  and  watch  me  do 
it-, M     Layne  thinks  he  should  know  the  score  soon  after  WBAP- TV's  scheduled  debut 
Sept,  29.     And  if  he  does  go  "teevee,"  he'll  bo  "glad  to  see  any  of  the  gang  who 
wants  to  come  along  and  see  our  equipment  and/or  the  fair,  and  I  hope  we  can  let 
them  see  a  Hereford  or  a  Broadbreasted  Bronze  on  the  screen." 

*Betsy  Pitt  of  our  office  suggests  giving  "teevee"  a  trial  in  our  electron- 
ics lexicon  —  both  as  verb  and  noun. 


As  a  Britisher  Sees  U.S.  Information 

During  the  past  year,  Britisher  J.A.E,  Pimlott  has  been  essaying  U.S.  Govern 
ment  information  work,  under  a  grant  from  the  Commonwealth  Fund.     He  is  a  former 
, personal  assistant  to  Herbert  Morrison,  Lord  President  of  the  Council;  in  that 
capacity,  he  was  concerned  with  British  Government  information  activities. 

This  week,  in  a  discussion  with  USDA  information  people,  Pimlott  dropped  a 
few  observations  of  rather  general  interest:     Probably  because  of  the  preponder- 
ance of  newspaper  background,  U.S.  Government  information  people  don't  take  much 
interest  in  research  —  in  measuring  results..-.  ,we  put  more  emphasis  on  press  re- 
lations than  on  other  media. ,. .with  exception  of  USDA,  U.S.  Government  makes 
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AMONG      0  U  R  £  E  L  V  E  $  (CONT'D,) 

As  a  Britisher  Sees  U.S.  Information  ("Continued) 

little  use  of  exhibits U. S .  uses  radio  more  than  Britain  because  of  greater 
number  of  stations  here . . . .  Briti  sh  Government  sends  out  paid  lecturers  on  econom- 
ics and  other  subjects  --a  plan  used  little  if  at  all  in  U.S* * ...  British  theaters 
use  more  Government  films  than  U.S.  "theaters. ... „ into  rested  in  our  occasional  use 
of  humor  of  type  in  "Smokey  Bear"  forest  fire  prevention  cartoons  --  thinks  we 
might  do  more  of  that  type   jf  thing ... Q commented  on  relative  absence  of  field  in- 
formation offices  in  a  country  as  big  as  the  U.S. 

On  the  Land  Grant  Front 


Comes  word  from  Harold  Je  Schmitz,  farm  radio  editor  at  Purdue  University 
Station  T7BAA,  that  as  of  Oct.   1  he  will  be  addressed  as  RED  for  station  KFEQ  at 
Stc   Joseph,  Mo. 

And  Lisle  Longsd^rf  of  KSAC  in  Kansas  writes  Les  Schlup  (Federal  Extension 
information  chief)  that  his  title  now  is  Extension  Editor  and  Program  Director. 
Also,  that  KSAC  graduate  Paul  DeWeese  leaves  his  post  as  radio  editor  with  Colo- 
rado Extension  and  joins  KSAC  as  assistant  program  supervisor^ 

Brofee  Offers  Help  on  Grange  Meet 

Through  PMA's  Ch-orlie  Eshbach  in  Boston  we  hear  that  RFD  Linwood  H«  "Jake" 
Brofee  of  the  Maine  Agricultural  Broadcasting  System  (".7CSH;  T7RD0,  >7LBZ)  has  of- 
fered facilities  for  live  or  transcribed  shews  for  any  RFD's  who  want  to  pick  up 
from  the  Grange  convention  in  Portland,  Me.,  Nov.  10,     If  interested,   let  Jake 
know  immediately  what  facilities  you  want,  and  whether  you  want  hotel  reservations 


Cordially, 


/ 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
AssTt  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enc  losures : 


BAE  Statistical  Summary 


